
International Masters Programme in  

Development and International Cooperation 

 

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW  

Modules credits 

 Academic skills 
o DEVS100 Basic Study Skills, 5 cr 
o DEVS101 Thesis Seminar I, 5 cr 
o DEVS201 Thesis Seminar II, 5 cr 
o DEVS301 Thesis seminar II, 5 cr 

20 cr 

 Understanding Development  
o DEVS202  (+CulPol) Globalization: Perspectives from development, 

culture and civil society  
o DEVS203 (+CulPol) Contemporary debates in social theory, 5 cr 
o DEVS207 Classics of development (book exam), 5 cr 

15 cr 

 Tools for Research and Action  
o DEVS302 Development Policy and Management, 5 cr 
o DEVS303 Introduction t0 the philosophy of the Social Sciences, 5 cr 
o DEVS304 Advanced research methods, 5 cr 

15 cr 

 Major subject and elective courses 
o DEVS500 Lecture Passport (0-5 op) 20-30 cr 

 Working life 
o DEVS700 International internship, 10 cr 

10 cr 

 Masters thesis 
o DEVS801 Master’s thesis, 30-40 cr 
o DEVS802 Maturity exam, 0 cr 

30-40 cr 

Major Subject Studies 

The following specializations are available for students enrolled in the D&IC programme: 

 Master of Social Sciences  (Philosophy, Political Science, Social and Public Policy and 
Sociology) 

 Master of Education (Education) 
 Master of Science (Environmental Science), and 
 Master of Arts (Ethnology) 



Different specializations have different requirements concerning the credits in the 
respective major subjects that D&IC students must complete. This must be negotiated 
with the student’s supervisor or major subject representative.  

I Course Descriptions 

DEVS100 Basic Study Skills (5 op) 

Learning outcomes: Students will gain an overall understanding of the modalities of 
study in the D&IC programme. They will know how to prepare and update a Personal 
Study Plan for their course of study and will be familiar with the resources available at 
the University Library, and how to access them. 

Contents: The Basic Study Skills component comprises the following elements for all 
beginning students: guidance in the production of a Personal Study Plans; Optima and 
Korppi training; and an introduction to basic library usage at the University of 
Jyväskylä. 

Completion mode: All students will take part in sessions dedicated to introducing the 
basics of this programme, including procedures of study in Finnish university system, 
the preparation of a Personal Study Plan, internship information, an overview of 
online learning environments and two basic library skills sessions at the main library of 
the University of Jyväskylä. 

DEVS101 Thesis Seminar 1 (5 op) 

Learning outcomes: In the course of the Seminar, students will gain a grasp of the 

main elements of a research proposal. They will learn the art of problematizing a 

research question. They will gain an understanding of the dynamic inter-relations of 

theory and data in the production of a major research report. 

Contents: The first Thesis Seminar supports the students’ preparation of their detailed 

proposal for the pro gradu thesis research project. Students prepare and present 

three preliminary drafts of their proposal.   

Completion mode: Seminar meetings throughout the semester. The main activities 

comprise the preparation of written and oral presentations according to guidelines 

provided, and of active participation in group discussion during seminar sessions. 

DEVS201Thesis Seminar 2 (5 op) 

Learning outcomes: Students will learn to apply the basic techniques of data analysis 
in practice and will gain insights into the interpretation of their thesis data on the basis 
of contemporary theoretical debates. Students will also develop their academic 
writing skills. 

Contents: The second Thesis Seminar is intended to support data analysis related to 
the pro gradu thesis, and to promote the writing-up of the research report. 

Completion mode: Students prepare written and oral presentations based on their 
pro gradu thesis materials and discuss them in class. 



Note: DEV 201 can also be undertaken in one of the thematic seminars provided at the 
department. 

 

DEVS301 Thesis Seminar 3 (5 op) 

Learning outcomes: Students will master the basic skills required to complete a major 
independent research project. 

Contents: The third Thesis Seminar is intended to support the completion of the pro 
gradu thesis. 

Completion mode: Students prepare written and oral presentations based on their pro 
gradu thesis materials and discuss them in class. 

 

Note: DEV 201 can also be undertaken in one of the thematic seminars provided at the 
department. 

 

DEVS202 Globalization: Perspectives from development, culture and civil society (5 op) 

Content: This course familiarizes students with the current research, theories and 
concepts of globalization. The special focus is on the questions of development and 
culture which are tackled from the perspective of social movements, NGOs and civil 
society. The course presents theoretical perspectives and empirical case studies of 
both global and local civil society action in regard to globalization. The theoretical and 
empirical perspectives touch concepts and themes such as cosmopolitanism, cultural 
identity, postcolonial(ism), transnationalism, migration, nationalism, ethnicity and 
governance and are critically reflected with the questions of economic, health and 
environmental crisis, for instance.  

Learning outcomes: Students learn the basic processes and concepts related to 
globalization, and are able to analyze the elements constituting it in the contexts of 
development, culture and civil society. Students can critically apply this theoretical 
knowledge along with the one coming from the previous studies to the analysis of 
empirical phenomena. Students get elements and capabilities for systematic, 
theoretical and fact-based arguments on the topics of the course.  

Completion mode: The course includes lectures (18 hours), workshop (18 h) and 
essay/eExam. 

Literature:  Held, David & Anthony McGrew, eds. 2007. Globalization theory: 
approaches and controversies and additional readings assigned by lecturers. 

Note: This is a joint course with the Master’s Programmes in Cultural Policy and in Civil 
Society. 

 

DEVS203 Contemporary debates in social theory (5 op) 

Content:  The course presents selected modern theories, concepts and approaches in 
social sciences, especially in regard to their importance in research of cultural policy, 



development and civil society. The course begins with reflections on the role of theory 
in social research and proceeds to presenting the central concepts and structure of 
the selected theories and provides examples of their use in research related to the 
specific themes of the course. Theorists and approaches related to poststructuralism, 
critical theory, Marxism, Science and technology studies and gender studies will be 
discussed.  

Learning outcomes: Aim of the course is to prepare students to approach cultural 
policy and development questions from the social scientific perspective. After the 
course, students understand different standpoints in regard to the role of theory in 
social research and are able to explain the most important concepts and theoretical 
frameworks. Students are familiar with the latest research of the field and are able to 
apply theoretical knowledge to empirical phenomena and data analysis, as well as to 
create new research perspectives on this basis. In addition, student learns to present 
reasoned, well-informed descriptions and observations on phenomena. 

Completion mode: The course includes lectures, group works in which the students 
discuss and analyze selected academic articles, and literacy essay / exam. The course 
includes a workshop in which the groups present and discuss their works. 

Literature:  From a separate leading list 

Note: This is a joint course with the Master’s Programme in Cultural Policy. 

DEVS207 Classics of development (5 op) 

Learning outcomes: The students gain an understanding of the main approaches to 
development policy, different forms of aid, as well as the debates surrounding these. 

Contents: This contemporary literature exam introduces contemporary debates about 
international development policy. 

Completion mode: This unit can be completed either in a monitored reading circle or 
as an e-exam. 

Literature:  From a separate leading list 

DEVS302 Development Policy and Management (5 op) 

Learning outcomes: Students gain a broadened and deepened understanding of the 
variety of development policies and key concepts and tools of managing 
development.  They learn to apply the central development management tools and 
critically examine development policies, implementation and management. 
Additionally, students learn team work, time-management and taking perspectives of 
different actors in the field development.   

Contents:  The course presents first diverse forms of development policies at 
international and national levels and proceeds to discuss the practical tools of in 
development management such as the Project Cycle, Logical Framework Approach 
(LFA), budgeting and participatory methods. The course includes introductory lectures 
and guided group works which take student through the steps of project planning and 
implementation.  



Completion mode: Introductory lectures, a step-by-step guided group work during 
which a complete Project Document is produced. The course is evaluated on the basis 
of the group work.  

Literature: A pool of readings that the groups use while preparing their assignments is 
supplied by the instructor. 

 

DEVS303 Introduction t0 the philosophy of the Social Sciences 

Learning outcomes: Students understand the epistemological foundations of social 
science analysis. 

Contents: This course introduces students to the mechanisms of abstraction; the basic 
forms of reasoning; the basics of probability; the relationship between explanation 
and interpretation; and the difference between correlation and causation. The course 
will also discuss the role of values and affect in social science analysis and review the 
key ethical issues at stake in social research. 

Completion mode: Students attend lectures, read assigned literature in support of 
designated content and carry out classroom debates. 

Literature: A reading list is supplied by the instructor in charge. 

NOTE: This course is to be organized in collaboration with the Department of Social Sciences 
and Philosophy. 

DEVS306 Advanced Research Methods (5 op) 

Learning outcomes: Students will gain practical facility with the methodological tools 
they will exercise in their pro gradu thesis project.  

Contents: The course content will vary by the methods in question. 

Completion mode: This unit can be completed in various ways and will rely on courses 
organized by or in collaboration with the Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy. 

Literature: A reading list is supplied by the instructor in charge. 

 

DEVS500 Lecture Passport (0-5 op) 

Learning outcomes: Students develop their skills to critically reflect on the lectures 
and on their own learning process. They can examine the content of the lectures in 
relation to what they have learned in the compulsory studies in the Master’s 
Programme in Development and International Cooperation. 

Contents: Lecture passport encourages students to take advantage of the open 
lectures, seminars and presentations that are not included in the student’s 
compulsory studies in Development and International Cooperation (D&IC). Lectures 
that are offered by the D&IC programme and its partner departments (Education, 
Biological and Environmental Science, Social Sciences and Philosophy) are 
automatically accepted as lecture passport entries. Lectures offered outside of these 



departments (or even outside of the University of Jyväskylä) may be counted pending 
approval from the D&IC Junior Lecturer, Lecturer or Professor. 2 ECTS will be awarded 
to students who submit a lecture journal based on a set of five (5) lectures (each 
lecture = 2 hours). A maximum of 5 ECTS credits earned in this way can be counted 
towards the Master’s degree requirements 

Completion mode: It is the responsibility of each student to research and obtain 
approval for lectures that might be counted as credit under the lecture passport 
series. Announcements about development-related lectures are regularly posted on 
the university and departments’ websites. The staff of D&IC programme will also send 
information about suitable lectures for passport via Optima. Finally, students’ own 
suggestions will be accepted if they provide sufficient information about the lecture 
and seek endorsement for it from one of the D&IC coordinators in advance.  

Note that some seminars and conferences may be closed to participation and/or a 
participation fee may be required. Therefore, please contact the organizers 
beforehand and confirm the terms of participation.  
Students should verify their attendance by asking a lecturer or a representative of the 
organizing party to sign the lecture passport.  

Having attended 5 lectures, students should write a learning journal (1 page per 2 hour 
lecture) where they critically discuss the contents of lectures and ponder what they 
have learnt. The point is not to summarize the lecture, but to focus and critically 
reflect upon one (or max. two) key points.  

After completing this, the journal should be submitted to the Junior Lecturer of 
Development and International Cooperation in hard copy format. The Junior Lecturer 
will then provide a final grade of 1-5 and report the credits to the academic register. 

DEVS700 International Internship (10 op) 

Learning outcomes: Students will understand the organization and workings of 
development organizations (international, inter-governmental, national or local), and 
will acquired the basic practical and analytical skills required to perform successfully in 
such working contexts. 

Contents: The D&IC MA programme allows for students to pursue an internship with a 
firm or organization active in the area of international development. Alternatively, 
students can take advantage of Jyväskylä University’s diverse academic exchange 
networks in Europe and elsewhere. Many students seek to combine an 
internship/exchange period with data collection for their MA thesis. 

Completion mode: The practicalities of an exchange/internship period are to be 
agreed upon with the programme coordinator. 

 

  



Major subject requirements: 

 

Education 10-30 ECTS 

Thesis seminar 10 ects 

A)  A. Highly recommended to all D&IC education majors 

EDUS320 Intercultural Competence in Education (3 ECTS) 
MCE0240 International Education Policies and Practices (3 ECTS) 
EDLS420 Case Finland: PISA Results and Some Reasons behind It (3-5 ECTS) 
EDUS350 Educational Cultures (4 ECTS) 

 

B. Other appropriate electives include: 

EDUS340 Multicultural Guidance and Counselling (3 ECTS) 
KAIA041 Learning and Development (3 ECTS) 
EDUS410 Identity and Agency in Work-based Professional Learning (3 ECTS) 
EDUS420 Educational Innovations and Entrepreneurship (3 ECTS) 
EDUS310 Educational Research (3 ECTS) 
EDUS390 Introduction to Guidance and Counselling (5 ECTS) 
OKLS479 Dialogic Pedagogy (3 ECTS) 
EDUS380 Teaching on Multilingual and Multicultural Settings (3 ECTS) 
OKLS474 Issues in Inclusive Education (3 ECTS) 
OKLS466 Cultural Identity and Internationality (3 ECTS) 

 

Ethnology 12 ECTS 

ETNS200 Menetelmäopinnot III  4 ECTS 

ETNS103 Etnologisen ajankohtaisen tutkimuksen kriittinen luenta 4 ECTS 

ETNS007 Etnografinen tapaustutkimus 4 ECTS 

Philosophy 10op 

Choose one of the following courses: 

 

FILS410 Reason, Experience and Reality (Järki, kokemus ja todellisuus) 

FILS420 Ethics and Social Philosophy (Etiikka ja yhteiskuntafilosofia) 

FILS430 Philosophical Anthropology II (Filosofinen ihmistutkimus II) 

10 ECTS 

Political Science 10 ECTS 

VALS004 Methods of Political Analysis II 5 ECTS 

Another useful course from the political science course programme  5 ECTS 



Social and Public Policy 15 ECTS 

Compulsory  10 ECTS 

 YKPS321 Normative Bases (Normatiiviset perusteet ) 5 ECTS 
 YKPA110 Globalization and social justice  5 ECTS 

Electives min 5op (at least one of the below) 5-15 ECTS 

 YKPXXXX EU employment policy 5 ECTS 
 YKPXXXX Family, care and social policy 5 ECTS 
 YKPXXXX Migration policy 5 ECTS 

 

Sociology 10 ECTS 

SOSS235 Sosiaalitieteiden syventävät menetelmät 
5 ECTS 

One  of the following: 

SOSS110 Contemporary debates in Sociology (Sosiologian nykysuuntauksia)  

or 

SOSS112 Getting to know the sociological classics (Tutustuminen sosiologian 

klassikoihin). 

 

 

5 ECTS 

 


